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elusive perquisite of the clergy, instead of being
a truly human pursuit, not less suited for indis-
criminate academical encouragement than natural
science, or jurisprudence, or philosophy.

Hamilton's "Letter," as he explains, was ad-
dressed only to "those not neologically disposed."
He had nothing to say to ecclesiastics who re-
garded the Non-Intrusion legislation of the Church
as an innovating reform in its constitution,
enacted by the spiritual power without concert
with its ally: the righteous course for all such
was, he insisted, secession from the Establishment.
But for those who desired "to walk in the old
paths," he set himself to show that through
ignorance they had unconsciously forsaken it, and
were about to become "schismatics and martyrs
by mistake." In fifty-nine pages of expostulation
he offered what professed to be " A demonstration
that the principle of Non-Intrusion, so far from
being fundamental in the Church of Scotland, is
subversive of the principles of that and every
other Presbyterian Establishment." The " demon-
stration " turns mainly upon an alleged ambiguity
in the term "will," which, "according to a distinc-
tion fundamental in philosophy," is contrasted,
instead of being identical, with sentiment andends forbid national ac-
